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The Claude Pepper Center seeks to 
serve older adults and their families in 
Florida. Informed by research and 
community-based programs, the CPC 
is dedicated to identifying ways to 
make healthy aging possible for 
everyone. We honor Claude Pepper’s 
legacy and commitment to building 
age-friendly communities and 
informing policy-making so that we 
can have the privilege to live in a 
society in which older adults’ 

knowledge and experiences are valued and integrated into the fabric of 
our culture.  

The CPC is fortunate to serve the state of Florida, home to the highest 
concentration of older adults than any other US state. Older adults in 
Florida serve in top leadership positions and are the glue that hold many 
of our communities together, leveraging their lifetimes of expertise and 
wisdom. By investing in initiatives that support the dignity and wellbeing 
of older people, the CPC seeks to ensure that older Floridians continue 
to have the ability to remain active and engaged members of their 
communities as long as possible.  

Over the last year, the CPC has introduced programs that seek to 
enhance the quality of life of older adults in Florida who are living with 
dementia, create interactive dashboards for Floridians to learn about 
the characteristics and challenges facing people living in Florida, develop 
new data products that support high quality research studies, and 
conduct studies that isolate factors that bolster healthy aging outcomes. 
We are committed to identifying important ways we can help older 
adults and their families prepare for the unique challenges and embrace 
the unique opportunities that come with aging. We will continue to 
support state leaders, agencies, and researchers here in the state 
capital, across the state, and nationally to promote evidence-based 
policy-making.  

All people deserve to reach later life with the resources they need to 
thrive. We honor Claude Pepper’s legacy by ensuring that Florida State 
University remains a leader in aging-related research and that the work 
we do is accessible to older adults, their families, and policy-makers.  

 
Sincerely, 
Dawn C. Carr 
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CLAUDE PEPPER’S LEGACY 
The Claude Pepper Center (CPC) is devoted to continuing the legacy of Senator 
Claude Pepper. Senator Pepper consistently pursues initiatives that seek to improve 
health, provide economic opportunity, and contribute to the social justice of all 
Americans, with a special emphasis on improving life for older people. To expand 
the reach and recognition of the CPC, efforts this year have focused on building a 
foundation for growth of external funding, including state-funded contracts, and 
increased emphasis on informing state policies, obtaining federal funding for 
research, and increasing student engagement and community outreach.  

 

 
 
 

During 2023-24, the CPC continued to expand staff support to 
bolster our endeavors and increase internal and external strategic 
activities. Currently, the CPC comprises nine staff members working 
collaboratively to pursue strategic initiatives of the center. Dawn Carr, as 
the Director, guides center projects and manages internal and external 
relationships. Victoria Simon serves as the business manager for the CPC. 
Cait DeLucchi, the CPC Research Coordinator, supports research 
development and coordination of grant and contract funded projects 
within the center. Fabio Correa, our dedicated Research Engineer, strives 
to make data accessible for all. Shekhar Chauhan is a postdoctoral fellow 
conducting cutting edge research, and Rebekah Carpenter is a doctoral 
student who supports several funded research and policy initiatives at the 
center. Joining us in support of the Opening Minds through Art program 
are the OMA Program Facilitator, Suzanne Monroe Smith, and Anna 
Nguyen. The CPC also includes Palwasha Merzaei, an Office Assistant, a 
former teacher and refugee from Afghanistan.  
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Expanding Impact 
Over the last year, we have significantly increased the CPC website content to 
ensure that we provide helpful resources to the community and policymakers. 
We have launched two new initiatives that demonstrate key ways that the CPC is 
working to serve the state of Florida. The Maps and Dashboards page provides 
accessible data about behavior, occupation, health, and economy in the State of 
Florida. These dashboards allow users to play with data and explore how Florida 
populations compare with other regions across the United States, and explore 
geographic “hot spots.” The CPC is continuing to develop new content that 
works to inform lay audiences who need trusted information about aging issues, 
describe the ways that the CPC can partner with the state by performing external 
evaluations of programs, inform policy decisions, and provide a range of 
expertise in the study of aging processes across the life course.  
 

Staffing Increases 
New initiatives this year required the CPC to expand the size of our staff. The 
addition of the Opening Minds through Art program to the CPC called for a 
program coordinator as well as two office assistants to help facilitate the 
successful launch of OMA in Fall 2023. Suzanne Monroe Smith, an educator and 
artist, has been a valuable addition to the CPC team as she continues to share 
Senator Claude Pepper’s mission with the community through art and 
connection. The CPC continued to leverage its ability to take on large research 
projects, securing ongoing funded grants and contracts with the Florida 
Department of Health, the Social Security Administration, and the National 
Institutes of Health. Fabio Correa was added to the CPC team in 2023 as our 
dedicated Research Engineer to help spearhead a translational aging center. 
Shekhar Chauhan is working as a Postdoctoral Scholar, who is playing a critical 
role in a variety of funded research studies and actively developing new 
programs of research at the center, especially in the area of cross-country 
comparative research. Cait DeLucchi joined the CPC in May of 2023, bringing 
with her years of experience working with Elder Affairs which prepared her for 
her to enhance a variety of applied research studies and effective strategies for 
translating aging research to a variety of audiences, including the network of 
organizations that comprise our aging network across the state of Florida.  
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Over the last year, the CPC has partnered with the Pepper Institute on Aging and 
Public Policy (PIAPP) to upgrade and improve the Claude Pepper Center building 
and resources available to researchers and staff members. In the last year, CPC and 
PIAPP has invested in new desks, chairs, lighting, electronics, and magnetic glass 
whiteboards throughout the building, including the development and furnishing of 
the new “zoom room.” This new state of the art conference room supports hybrid 
in-person and video conference meetings and events, and includes new electrical 
outlets, lighting, paint, and multi-purpose high-end furniture.  
 

The CPC has also been working closely with the FSU team to complete the roof 
replacement on the building. The roof has been fully replaced, and the final phase 
of the project is anticipated to be completed in 2024 which will include repairs to 
the drainage systems that should resolve the leakage issues that have developed 
over the last several decades.  
 

The 2023 lighting repair to the Pepper Building’s Broad Auditorium has made the 
Broad Auditorium an increasingly important resource, serving not just those who 
work and serve in the CPC building, but the entire FSU community. Broad 
auditorium supports Osher Lifelong Learning (OLLI) classes where older adults come 
to campus to learn and regular FSU academic classes. In addition, over the last year, 
Broad auditorium has been used for a range of interdisciplinary research lectures, 
and has become an important space for bringing the FSU community together for a 
variety of events, including lectures from visiting scholars from all across the 
campus and the nation: 

• 03/2023- Research Showcase, College of Health & Human Sciences: Oral 
research presentations given by MS and PhD students 
• 03/2023- Research Talk featuring Wagner Dantas, Department of Nutrition 
and Integrative Physiology: Wagner Dantas, faculty candidate, will be 
discussing his research. 
• 03/2023- Tice Dissertation Defense, Department of Nutrition and 
Integrative Physiology: Dissertation Defense for Abigail Tice 
• 03/2023- Criminology Employer Panel, College of Criminology and Criminal 
Justice: A panel/discussion event with multiple employers in 
criminology/criminal justice centered agencies, aimed at students initiating 
their first job search in the field 
• 03/2023- Emmett Till Lecture Series, FSU Libraries: Speaker series 
discussing Emmett Till's mother and legacy with Dr. Brandon Erbie 
• 04/2023- 2023 Jeannette B. Chapman Endowed Lecture, FSU’s Middle East 
Center: Steven A. Cook, talk titled:  "Americans and the Middle East: Where 
do We Go From Here?" 

Facility Improvements  
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• 05/2023- Vision for Entrepreneurship, Jim Moran College of 
Entrepreneurship:  
Research presentation on vision for entrepreneurship in education by Dr. 
Eric Liguori, Rowan University 
• 06/2023- Renteria Prospectus Defense, Department of Nutrition and 
Integrative Physiology: Prospectus Defense for Lillie Renteria 
• 6/2023-07/2023- SPC2609 Public Speaking Honors, School of 
Communication: Course meeting for an honors section of Public Speaking 
• 08/2023-12/2023- POS5203 Fundamentals of Political Management, FSU’s 
Department of Political Science: Core course for the MAAPP program 
• 08/2023-12/2023- POS5274 The Campaign Process, FSU’s Department of 
Political Science: Core course for the MAAPP Program  
• 09/2023- Bristol Lecture, FSU’s Religion Department: Lecture by Dr. Mairaj 
Syed 
• 09/2023- Lecture, FSU’s Political Science Department:  Sherry Robertson 
Lecture 
• 10/2023- Human Rights Conference, CAHR & FSU’s Department of 
Religion: Human Rights Conference to focus on the 75th anniversary of the 
Universal Declaration 
• 11/2023- Department Seminar, FSU’s Department of Health, Nutrition and 
Food Sciences: Guest Speaker to present 
• 11/2023- ISL Lecture Series, The Institute for Successful Longevity, Claude 
Pepper Center, Pepper Institute on Aging and Public Policy:  Expert Lecture 
speaker Jeff Kaye “Using Technology to Advance Aging Research.” 
• 12/2023- Older Driver Safety Awareness Day, AARP, Pepper Institute, Safe 
Mobility for Life (FDOT) 
• 01/2023- Opening Minds Through Art Lecture, Claude Pepper Center: 
Keynote Speaker, OMA Founder Like Lokon. “Opening Minds through Art: 
Connecting generations through art making.” 
• 02/2023- Dissertation Defense, Department of Health and Human 
Sciences 

Looking Ahead 
In the coming year, we will upgrade the PIAPP reception area that is regularly used 
by both the CPC and the PIAPP.  This facelift will include removal of old fixtures and 
updating of all furniture. This year will also include upgrades to the kitchens 
throughout the building including new cabinets, sinks, and countertops.  

With several computers soon to be out of compliance with FSU IT security 
requirements, the CPC will also require equipment upgrades which will be 

 

Facilities Improvements 



CLAUDE PEPPER CENTER | 7 

 

expensive but necessary to ensure the safety of all FSU data. 
 
 

CPC Partnerships 
During the 2023 year, the CPC expanded its collaborative network. The CPC 
continues to engage in collaborative applied research studies, including studies 
funded by the Social Security Administration, the Florida Department of Health, and 
a new project leveraging private funding in collaboration with the College of Social 
Sciences and Public Policy and the PIAPP focused on age-friendly communities. 
These applied projects include important partnerships with the Florida Agricultural 
and Mechanical University, The University of Michigan, and Knowli Data Science 
that increases the reach and impact of the CPC mission. Details on external funding 
is provided in Appendix A. 

Our intentional partnership across a variety of initiatives PIAPP allows the CPC to 
have an even greater impact inside and outside the walls of FSU. Not only do many 
of our grant and contract funded projects rely on the combined leadership of the 
CPC and PIAPP directors, but these organizations continue to work together to 
increase educational outreach and visibility through co-sponsored events and 
lectures.  

 
CPC Translational Interactive Data Center 
In 2023, the CPC launched a new interactive translational data program showcasing 
easy-to-understand data visualizations. The purpose of this new program is to 
ensure that policy makers, the general public, and researchers have accurate and 
up to date data on key issues facing older adults across the state of Florida and 
beyond. Our goal is to provide a reliable source of information about aging to 
ensure that decision-making about aging related issues are informed by facts and 
data, and ensure that older adults and their families have insights to support 
healthy aging outcomes.  

This project is led by research engineer Fabio Correa Duran and a robust CPC 
research advisory team including Shekhar Chauhan, Cait DeLucchi, Rebekah 
Carpenter, Katy Cao, Matt Hauer, Matt Brooks, and Director Carr. The web portal 
for this project was launched in 2024, with plans for development of a variety of 
new data visualization products over the next year such as maps describing 
behaviors, occupational exposures, health status, and a variety of economic 
indicators.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CPC Programs and Partnerships 
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Opening Minds Through Arts (OMA) 
In 2023, the CPC launched the first university-based Opening Minds Through Arts 
(OMA) program in the southern United States. Developed by Scripps Gerontology 
Center in Ohio, Opening Minds through Art (OMA) is an intergenerational art 
therapy program. The FSU-OMA program has resulted in the development of a 
robust undergraduate internship program as well as important partnerships with 
local long-term care memory facilities serving adults with dementia in Tallahassee. 
We pair students with an older adult who is living with dementia and receiving 
institutional care in our partner facility for one semester term. An art activity is 
completed each week, with the students providing support to the older adults who 
complete the art activity and engage socially with them during the activity.  

The CPC required a dedicated OMA Facilitator to operate the program, bringing 
Suzanne Monroe Smith to the CPC. Suzanne completed her formal training in 
March, 2023, and, leveraging her expertise as both an artist and a teacher, spear-
headed the launch of the CPC-OMA program in Fall, 2023. Since its first semester at 
FSU/CPC in the Fall of 2023, the CPC-OMA Program has trained 32 interns and 
volunteers, 19 of which are FSU undergraduate students seeking to learn and 
explore the field of gerontology and/or late-stage dementia. 9 of the 32 people we 
trained were students stemming from the Claude Pepper Elder Law clinic who offer 
their assistance with the sessions when help is needed.   

FSU-OMA at the has partnered with two long term memory care facilities in the 
Tallahassee area and have begun to lay the foundation of an additional 
partnerships. Our artists reside in these long-term care facilities and are usually 
very excited and eager to engage when they see our students and program 
coordinators arrive. Current partner organizations include: 

 Tapestry Senior Living Lakeshore- 2516 W Lakeshore Dr, Tallahassee, FL 
32312  

 The Grove at Canopy- 2601 Crestline Rd, Tallahassee, FL 32308 

In January 2024, the CPC flew out OMA Founder Elizabeth “Like” Lokon and her 
team Meghan Young the Associate Director, of Scripps Gerontology Center’s OMA  
and Krysta Peterson, Assistant Director, OMA. They gave a lecture, “Opening Minds 
through Art: Connecting generations through art making,” where the speakers 
discussed the foundation of these programs, and the value of intergenerational 
relationships built through these programs. We also hosted two hands on art- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CPC Programs and Partnerships 
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making sessions in the Claude Pepper Library, where University and community 
members gathered for an art-and-learn session with the visitors. 

February 2024 brought even more visibility to the CPC through the Florida State 
Guardianship Association (FSGA) Hybrid Colloquium. The CPC partnered with the 
FSGA to host this event which had about 50 attendees in person and roughly 200 
joining online. It offered 3.5 hours in continuing education for professional 
guardians with specializations in Advance Directives, Ethics and Guardianship Law, 
3.0 CLE’s for attorneys and paralegals have been approved in Elder Law. Continuing 
education hours for Registered Nurses, Nursing Home Administrators, Licensed 
Clinical Social Workers and Marriage and Family Therapy and Mental Health 
Counselors. 

The future for this program includes working collaboratively with the Scripps 
Gerontology research team who visited the FSU campus in January 2024 and 
provided invaluable feedback on our program to improve it moving forward. 

OMA Program Facilitator, Suzanne Monroe Smith, will give a Ted Talk for TEDXFSU 
in April 2024 which will bolster program visibility. She and her interns were also 
interviewed for a local news channel early March 2024, within which we are looking 
forward to sharing with you next year. In addition, OMA will also be hosting two art 
shows at the end of the semester on April 27that each of the senior care facilities 
we are partnered with. These art shows are where family, friends, students, and 
interested community members can enjoy and celebrate the wonderful artwork 
their loved ones created alongside their intern helpers.  

In 2024, the OMA program will work to develop capacity for 15 students each 
academic term (Fall, Spring, Summer). We also are developing the foundation to 
support an OMA training center for the state of Florida to train other OMA 
facilitators throughout the state and increase the reach of OMA. The current plan is 
to develop and launch that training program in the Summer of 2025. The CPC is also 
taking steps to reproduce and offer art prints from the OMA artists and package 
them as donation incentives to increase program funding. Other future goals 
include developing an NIH grant to evaluate the potential of this program to 
facilitate improved outcomes in older adults living with dementia. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CPC Programs and Partnerships 
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populations with other regions across the United States. Our maps and dashboards 
are constantly updated with the latest public data from authoritative sources. 

UM-FSU O*NET Project  
With funding from a variety of sources, including the Social Security 
Administration, the CPC maintains a strong partnership with researchers at the 
University of Michigan to develop a variety of data products to study health and 
wellbeing outcomes related to occupational exposures. Our work has resulted in 
the publication of public-use datasets that can be leveraged by researchers 
studying aging that represents a consensus in the measurement of occupational 
exposures for jobs in the United States based on the department of labor’s 
O*NET classification system. In addition to the datasets made available for public 
use, we also have partnered with the Health and Retirement Study to release 
datasets that can be specifically used by researchers in a secure environment to 
use our O*NET data to examine the associations between occupational 
exposures and longitudinal changes over time in a nationally representative 
sample of older adults.  
 
In addition to the data products and research studies undertaken by the UM-FSU 
team, we have also provided important engagement of our research with the 
research community. Our team provided a workshop introducing our data 
products to researchers at an international conference in October, and 
presented a symposium as a team at the Gerontological Society of America 
conference in November.  
 
In the coming year, we anticipate the creation and the release of a variety of 
new data products. We are working on cultivating large-scale and longer-term 
funding for this work with new grant applications submitted to the National 
Institutes of Health.  
 

Resilience and Stressful Life Events 
The CPC, in partnership with the PIAPP, with funding from the National Institutes of 
Health, is studying the effects of psychological resilience on aging outcomes. Our 
current project is focused on evaluating common aging-related stressful events to 
identify whether and under what circumstances resilience serves to reduce the 
consequences of these stressors. This project, with funding concluding in May 2025, 
has resulted in a variety of research publications and peer review manuscripts, and 
involves a robust team of researchers, including postdoctoral and graduate student 
researchers.  

 

CPC Programs and Partnerships 
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In addition to publishing our research in peer review journals, in the last year, we 
have given numerous research presentations to Biden appointed secretary Health 
and Human Services Secretary Cheryl Campbell, the National Academies of 
Sciences, and the National Institutes of Health Research Centers Collaborative 
Network (RCCN).  

Looking ahead, we plan to present finalized and highly translational results to both 
research and lay audiences and ensure that our study findings reach the public. The 
findings from this work will inform new research proposals focused on subsequent 
intervention projects designed to explore the potential for cultivation of resilience 
in later phases of life to reduce the negative consequences of stressful exposures 
on health.  

 

  

CPC Programs and Partnerships 
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Products and Acknowledgements  
In addition to the support provided by funding from the CPC foundation, the CPC 
has received support by external contracts and grants in the last year. In total, 7 
grants and contracts provided support for CPC research in 2023 (see Appendix A). 
CPC staff and students had 15 peer review research papers published or accepted 
for publication in 2023 (see Appendix B) and gave 15 research and training 
presentations (Appendix C). In November 2023 at the Gerontological Society of 
America’s Annual Scientific Meeting hosted in Tampa, Florida, the CPC partnered 
with the PIAPP and the Institute for Successful Longevity to host an FSU Aging 
Centers reception. Attendees from all around the country came to converse about 
our research efforts and initiatives at FSU, providing visibility for our university and 
aging centers. 

The CPC has provided $40,000 in support of an updated documentary on Senator 
Claude Pepper, with an additional $20,000 additionally invested in the final phase 
of the project to be completed by the end of 2024. Featuring an interview with D.C. 
Representative David Bonior, this film project focuses on highlighting the last living 
persons who knew Claude Pepper in an effort to keep his legacy alive. While many 
“knew” Senator Claude Pepper through his groundbreaking works and legislative 
actions, only a few living remain who truly knew him. The documentary will also 
highlight the other Pepper Centers around the nation and will focus on recounting 
memories of Claude Pepper from those who were acquainted with him firsthand. 
We have hope that this feature film will carry on Senator Claude Pepper’s memory 
for years to come.  

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CPC Research and Visibility  
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Rima Nathan, Director of the Claude Pepper Elder Law Clinic (CPELC), has been 
working diligently to put the CPELC on the map since 2022. The CPELC was 
launched by the FSU Law school with seed support provided by the CPC ($100,000 
yearly from 2023-2025).  

The CPELC is a holistic, interdisciplinary clinic focused on boosting the wellbeing and 
resilience of low-income older adults through legal advocacy and community 
education. Students enrolled in the clinic learn the basics of elder law while also 
working directly on cases and policy issues. 

 

Student testimonial: 

"The Claude Pepper Elder Law Clinic was an opportunity to gain a 
comprehensive overview of relevant issues and barriers elder populations 
face in America. In addition to being assigned clients to draft advance 
directive documents, I also had the incredible opportunity to work on a 
conditional medical release project. Not only did I help individuals have 
conversations about end-of-life planning, but I also learned more about 
trauma informed lawyering and interacting with clients. The Claude Pepper 
Elder Law Clinic provided me the resources and space to interact with elder 
law attorneys in Tallahassee and representatives in our state government." 

- Katlin Hickman 

  

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Claude Pepper Elder Law Clinic 
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In spite of the significant expansion in staffing and programming over the last 
year, the current financial state of the CPC is healthy (Appendix D). Additional 
funds have accumulated over the last four years, making it possible to make 
these important new investments over the last year, and robust grant and 
contract income has effectively supported research produced by the CPC. 
Looking ahead, the CPC plans to leverage the endowment funds to support 
expanded reach and impact of our strategic initiatives.  
 
Looking ahead, the CPC is seeking to work with FSU experts to make FSU a 
repository of aging policy and expertise for the state of Florida. In 2024, the CPC 
will begin to develop a variety of products that offer digestible information for 
policymakers and the lay public, with specific information about policy issues for 
the state of Florida. These products will be distributed on the CPC website. The 
CPC also seeks to broaden engagement with outside state agencies, increase 
program evaluation capacity, and increase grant and contract funding.  
 
The CPC will also explore ways to expand the reach and impact of the OMA 
program such as by exploring the potential for serving as an OMA facilitator 
training program, developing new OMA program initiatives to support clinical 
training at FSU in the Colleges of Fine Arts, Social Work, Arts and Sciences, and 
Medicine. We also plan to expand the scope of the Translational Interactive Data 
program.  
 
In 2024, we also plan to continue to work in collaboration with other FSU centers 
and institutes to support visiting scholars to come to FSU to provide research 
presentations, provide public panel presentations within the community, and in 
September 2024, we will be supporting the first FSU Aging Expo at the 
Tallahassee Senior Center, helping connect community members to aging-
related research at FSU.  
 
Finally, in addition to our community-based activities, CPC faculty, students, and 
staff will continue to submit grant and contract applications to increase the 
funding and project support for high impact research studies. Grant and contract 
applications have significantly increased in the last year, with faculty and 
students submitting 10 contract or grant applications in 2023 alone.  

 
 
 
 
 

Future Endeavors 
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The CPC has received support from the following externally funded research 
projects and grants in the last year.  
 

1. Taylor, M., & Carr, D. C. (Mar 2024–Jun 2024). Department of Health 
SMMT Expanded Evaluation. Funded by Florida Department of 
Health. Total award $431,114.  

2. Carr, D. C., & Ali, A. (Jan 2024–Jan 2025). Race Disparities and 
Consequences of Cancer Diagnosis on Pre-retirement Work 
Disruption. Funded by Social Security Administration. Total award 
$225,000 (Project award to both FAMU and FSU - CPC received 
$125,210). 

3. Taylor, M., & Carr, D. C. (Apr 2023–Jun 2023). Assessment of Early 
Steps Program Service Regions. Funded by Florida Department of 
Health. Total award $63,250.  

4. Carr, D. C., Helppie-McFall, B., & Sonnega, A. (Oct 2022–Sep 2023). 
Racial and ethnic disparities in the effects of COVID-19 on 
employment disruption and financial precarity. Funded by University 
of Michigan/Social Security Administration. Total award $125,000.  

5. Sonnega, A., Carr, D. C., & Helppie-McFall, B. (Oct 2022–Sep 2023). 
Racial and ethnic differences in job characteristics and patterns in 
disability retirement and Social Security retirement wealth. Funded 
by University of Michigan/Social Security Administration. Total 
award $125,000.  

6. Carr, D. C. (Oct 2022–Oct 2027). A Social Engaging Restorative 
Virtual Environment (SERVE) Volunteer Intervention to Support Social 
Engagement and Well-Being in Older Adults with Cognitive 
Impairment. Funded by National Institute on Aging. Total award 
$150,000.  

7. Carr, D. C., Taylor, M., & Sonnega, A. (Sep 2022–May 2025). 
Resilience and Health Trajectories in the Context of Adverse Events in 
Later Life. Funded by National Institutes of Health (R21). Total award 
$409,486. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
Appendix A: CPC Funded Grants/Contracts 
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Peer Review Publications 

1. Zhang, S., Dieciuc, M., Dilanchian, A., Lustria, M. L., Carr, D. C., 
Charness, N., He, Z., & Boot, W. (in press). Adherence Promotion 
with Tailored Motivational Messages: Proof of Concept and Message 
Preferences in Older Adults. Journal of Applied Gerontology. 

2. Saunders, R. K., Carr, D. C., & Burdette, A. (in press). Healthcare 
Stereotype Threat and Sexual and Gender Minority Well-Being. 
Journal of Health and Social behavior. 

3. Taylor, M., Bruefach, T., & Carr, D. C. (in press). Measuring Resilience 
in a Diverse US Population: Findings from the Health and Retirement 
Study (HRS) and National Longitudinal Study of Adolescent to Adult 
Health (Add Health). Innovation in Aging. 

4. Carr, D. C., Schmidt, B., Schubert, F., & Sachs-Ericsson, N. (in press). 
Prospective Exploration of the Role of Combined Internalizing 
Symptoms in Self-Reported Memory during the COVID Pandemic. 
Aging and Mental Health. 

5. Dieciuc, M., Zhang, S., Gray, N., Lustria, M. L., Carr, D. C., Charness, 
N., & Boot, W. (in press). Terms of Engagement: Understanding the 
Motivations, Preferences, and Attitudes of Older Adults Toward 
Mobile Cognitive Assessment and Training. The Gerontologist. 

6. Taylor, M., Carr, D. C., Carpenter, R., & Quesnel Vallee, A. (in press). 
Work and Income Instability and Retirement Financial Wellbeing for 
Women and Men. Journal of Women & Aging. 

7. Carr, D. C., Sheffler, J., Meynadasy, M., Schmidt, B., Hajcak, G., & 
Sachs-Ericsson, N. (2023). A Longitudinal Examination of the 
protective effect of resilience against anxiety among older adults 
with high COVID-19 worry. Cognitive Behaviour Therapy, 52(5), 419-
437. 

8. Bruefach, T., Carr, D. C., & Sachs-Ericsson, N. (2023). Child 
mistreatment and the psychological health consequences of COVID-
19 for older adults. Aging and Mental Health, 27(3), 563-571. 
doi:https://doi.org/10.1080/13607863.2022.2084713 

9. Ramirez-Surmeier, L., Taylor, M., & Carr, D. C. (2023). Life 
Satisfaction and Intergenerational Mobility among Older Hispanics in 
the United States. Journal of Aging and Health, 35(1-2), 50-61. 
doi:https://doi.org/10.1177/08982643221100788 

10. He, Z., Dieciuc, M., Carr, D. C., Chakroborty, S., Singh, A., Fowe, I., 
Zhang, S., Lustria, M., Terracciano, A., Charness, N., & Boot, W. 
(2023). New Opportunities for the Early Detection and Treatment of 
Cognitive Decline: Adherence Challenges and the Promise of Smart 
and Person-Centered Technologies. BMC Digital Health, 1(7). 
doi:10.1093/geront/gnac035 
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11. Francios, G., Carr, D. C., Meynadasy, M., & Sachs-Ericsson, N. (2023). 
Prediction of COVID-19-related distress: The role of anxiety and 
resiliency. Aging and Mental Health, 27(3), 572-579. 
doi:https://doi.org/10.1080/13607863.2022.2084714 

12. Carr, D. C., Kail, B. L., & Taylor, M. (2023). Productive aging lifestyles: 
A latent class analysis of work and volunteer patterns over the 
retirement transition. Research on Aging, 45(1), 60-76. 
doi:10.1177/01640275221103793 

13. Carr, D., & Reynolds, J. (2023). Race-Discordant School Attendance 
and Cognitive Function in Later Life. Research on Aging, 45(3-4), 
320-331. doi:10.1177/01640275221103791 

14. Jason, K., Carr, D. C., & Chen, Z. (2023). Race-Ethnic Differences in 
the Effects of COVID-19 on the Work, Stress, and Financial 
Outcomes of Older Adults. Journal of Aging and Health, 35(9), 749-
760. doi:https://doi.org/10.1177/08982643231159705 

15. Saunders, R. K., Burdette, A., Carr, D. C., & Hill, T. (2023). Religious 
Transitions, Sexual Minority Status, and Depressive Symptoms from 
Adolescence to Early Adulthood. Society and Mental Health, 13(1), 
79-96. doi:https://doi.org/10.1177/21568693221111847 
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Conference presentations provided by CPC- affiliated students or faculty  
 

1. Carr, D.C. (March, 2023). Psychological Resilience as a Health 
Resource in the Context of Stressful Life Events in Later Life. 
Presentation to Assistant Secretary for Administration, Health and 
Human Services, Cheryl Campbell. Florida State University, 
Tallahassee, FL.  

 
2. Taylor, M., & Carr, D. C. (March, 2023). Considering Racial, Ethnic, 

and Gender Differences when Studying Resilience. Delivered at 
Research Centers Collaborative Network (RCCN), Online. 
(International) Retrieved from https://vimeo.com/813557295 

 
3. Carr, D.C. (May 29, 2023). National Academies of Sciences, 

Engineering, and Medicine seminar “Expectations in Aging: Impacts 
on Health, Cognition, and Well-Being.” Washington, D.C. 
https://www.nia.nih.gov/research/dbsr/workshops/seminar-
expectations-aging-impacts-health-cognition-and-well-being 

 
4. Carr, D. C., Sheffler, J., Meynadasy, M., Hajcak, G., & Sachs-Ericsson, 

N. (presented 2023, November). A longitudinal examination of the 
protective effect of resilience against anxiety among older adults 
with high COVID-related worry. Paper presented at Gerontological 
Society of America Annual Conference, Gerontological Society of 
America, Tampa, FL. (International) 

 
5. Carr, D. C. (presented 2023, November). Discussant: Cognition 

Measures and Findings in the National Social Life, Health and Aging 
Project. Paper presented at Gerontological Society of America 
Annual Conference, Gerontological Society of America, Tampa, FL. 
(International) 

 
6. Gaillard, T., Carr, D. C., Sheffler, J., Weiss, U., Neff, D., Charness, N., 

& Webb, F. (presented 2023, November). Engaging diverse older 
adults in aging research: Identifying communication and community 
engagement strategies. Paper presented at Gerontological Society 
of America Annual Conference, Gerontological Society of America, 
Tampa, FL. (International) 
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7. Chen, Q., Sonnega, A., Carr, D. C., Carpenter, R., & Cao, Qiuchang 
(Katy). (presented 2023, November). Introducing a New Dataset for 
Evaluating Occupational Characteristics Across the Life Course. 
Paper presented at Gerontological Society of America Annual 
Conference, Gerontological Society of America, Tampa, FL. 
(International) 

 
8. Sonnega, A., Carr, D. C., Chen, Q., Carpenter, R., & Cao, Qiuchang 

(Katy). (presented 2023, November). Life Course Exposures to Risky 
Work Environments and Early Retirement Due to Disability. Paper 
presented at Gerontological Society of America Annual Conference, 
Gerontological Society of America, Tampa, FL. (International) 

 
9. Carr, D. C., Schmidt, B., Schubert, F., & Sachs-Ericsson, N. (presented 

2023, November). Prospective Exploration of the Role of Combined 
Internalizing Symptoms in Self-Reported Memory Among Older 
Adults during the COVID-19 Pandemic. Paper presented at 
Gerontological Society of America Annual Conference, 
Gerontological Society of America, Tampa, FL. (International) 

 
10. Cao, Qiuchang (Katy), Carr, D. C., & Carpenter, R. (presented 2023, 

November). The Association Between Job Complexity and Cognitive 
Function in Later Life Across Racial/Ethnic Group. Paper presented at 
Gerontological Society of America Annual Conference, 
Gerontological Society of America, Tampa, FL. (International) 

 
11. Cao, Qiuchang (Katy), Carr, D. C., & Carpenter, R. (presented 2023, 

November). The Association Between Job Complexity and Cognitive 
Function in Later Life Across Racial/Ethnic Group. Paper presented at 
Gerontological Society of America Annual Conference, 
Gerontological Society of America, Tampa, FL. (International) 

 
 

12. Carr, D. C., Sonnega, A., Carpenter, R., Cao, Qiuchang (Katy), & Chen, 
Q. (presented 2023, March). Racial and ethnic disparities in the 
effects of COVID-19 on Employment Disruption and Financial 
Precarity. Paper presented at Michigan Retirement Disability 
Research Center Researcher Workshop, Social Security 
Administration, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI. (National) 
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13. Carr, D.C., & Carpenter, R. (presented March, 2023). Creating a 
public resource: O*NET job characteristics dataset for use with the 
Health and Retirement Study. Presented to the Consortium on 
Analytics for Data-Driven Decision-Making, McGill University 
International training program.  

 
14. Carr, D.C. (May, 2023). “Paid and Unpaid Work: Critical Ingredients 

for Healthy Aging.” Keynote presentation for the State Ombudsman 
Annual Conference, Department of Elder Affairs. Orlando, Florida.  

 
15. Carr, D.C., Carpenter, R., Cao, K, & Sonnega, A. (October, 2023). 

“Leveraging a New Public Resource: Using the Florida State 
University (FSU)-University of Michigan (UM) O*NET Data Linkage 
Project to Study Population Health.” Provided at the IAPHS National 
Conference, Baltimore, MD.  
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	The Claude Pepper Center seeks to serve older adults and their families in Florida. Informed by research and community-based programs, the CPC is dedicated to identifying ways to make healthy aging possible for everyone. We honor Claude Pepper’s legac...
	The CPC is fortunate to serve the state of Florida, home to the highest concentration of older adults than any other US state. Older adults in Florida serve in top leadership positions and are the glue that hold many of our communities together, lever...
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